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Speaking very personally, the greatest changes this year 
brought about for m have been ones of attitude toward life, toward 
education ani toward my job. Possit I d the pro- 
„„ PPC 
positive’ by contrast than it otherwise might have, I think all of us 
Fellows si ly dered what any ty could possibly teach 
us "experienced practitioners", : 

: Pron soother point of wie, I becane sonst dtscouraged 
at the start because T thought 1 did not find the ideal-courses which 
might serve to fill all the chinks th ny professionel armor, And I 
vas initially so annoyed at my inability to keep up with the vast 
Yeading assiginents in the vari o that It Aly enter 
bated 1y problem by taking on 6 speed reading course for ‘the entire 
fall semester, This turned out to be a rare and fulfilling experience, 
although it uns tough sledding, 

As if this adju to an entirely new forn of life were 
tit enough, I was also plagued with the responsibility of breaking in 
tuo now enployées at the Mayor's Comission on Group Relations office 
fn Newark, This ate in on ny study tine the first senesters, 

So, with these few problems, the year beget, Without then, 
what later transpired would not have been half so meaning ful, because 


; 2. 
T would have been deprived ar the sharp contrast between my early fer 
er failure dn the ma academe 1ife and the graint satisfactions ani 
‘rewards which developed throuchout the years Aduittedly this begins 
to sound kun sprhonorio soft soapy terefore: perhaps, 1 should become 
et. 

; Naturally a of us Fellows wore somewhat apprehensive at. 
She deen, Because we wre adjusting to a new milieu, and probably 
Deoause each of us felt Antellectuslly threatened in his oun wy, wo 
guardediy shared sone of our deep-roated fears with one another by 
criticising the staff: first, Dr. Lubin, then the Urban Studies Center, 
n Pea 

Several of us even wondered why we shoul tà be ‘tenting and 
"you-all" (Urban Studios Contor staff): and the rest of the professors 
at the University shouldn't be improving your questionable backgrounds 
w picking our collects bred I believe one of our members left < 
the Center without ever having an opportunity to alter this obvious 
522. — — 
“Lion and ehildish withdrawal, - 

ee miot pretend to tow the portent or content of this 
Fellow's feelings or thoughts, bus I believe one cdi lesen could 
be drawn from the experiencer We probably all felt varying dates 
of loneness and abandonment during the early gonths of the program. 
Dit bite I om/only for mysel! in this highly subjective and èpomia 
tive area, the temporary feelings of lostness appeared to rest from 
“the fact that no dne fron "top" staff seemed to care too much about 


Se 


, What we were doing or thinking, Maybe im my case I missed any 
soublatiog of recognitions Just, the sinple difference of being 

. a "somebody" on the job back home in Newark and being one of five 
student nobodies in the Urban Studies Center night have been tao `- 
mich of an unexpected comedowt, Fossibly Af John Bebout had chan 
| a once a month intevest in us at this period of the project, 4b 

diene have boon sirfigient to keep the one stray sheep in the fold, 
Dut this may be only an index to my om subjectivity, — 

On che other hand, my present retrospective evaluation — 
Of this aspect of identity with the program leads me to feel that 
the independence we developed due to the lack of clove supervision 
und caro at the begiming bight. have been oné of the virtuse of 
‘this exploratory years So dh may be souething to keep in mindy 
recognizing that e ook 
umber of curtain calle", 

Digging into the ses e Pay Dirt 

__ Waving said in ay opening sta nent that the year wrought 
changes in ny attitudes concerning education, job and Are, I should 
‘Like to spell out these ideas mre specifically. - 

During the first s T book S} „ including 
the course in speed reading which ran for threa paare every Tuesday 
night, The one-half course resulted fron a first hour overlap and 
conflict with Harry Bredeneier's Seninar an Sogial Theory. Jackson 
Toby's course in Criminology collided with the first part of this 
fascinating and ally stimlating course conducted by Harry 
Bredemeier. 3 


he 


-| Awo coursos I took both senesters which ware conducted on a unique 
“graduate level of discussion and participations 
-Although Bob G be eoat ined far more practical 

information for the average Urban Studies. Fellov, Harry's course al- —— 
tered my appreciation and renewed ny faith in 1962 University education, 
Ib cave me a wonderful chance to observe the rule of the professor dn x 
stimilating the intellectual development and growth of graduate and 
undergraduate students, “Tt proved to me that education is. active 
Cerebral. involvement with a subject and a her who is secure 
“enough in his comand of the subject matter to veleome and encourage 
‘total participation by ali students, The tremndous’ personal 14% I 
got from eitting in on an hour un fifteen minutes of this seminar 
each week was the true beginning of my change in attitude toward 
Rutgers and the ¢aliber of its offerings, When later I heard Dr. 
Bredeneier's Brookings presentation on "Human Renewal", I was de- 
Lighted to mow that the Urban Studios Center had latehed onto this 
e Ae e e 
‘Human Renewal, Projects 

5 i nese thes Who didino cual Gun 0 
as one Fellow's vote of approval of the plan to install hin as 
Director of the Fellowship Educational Frogram, Mo one, in my opinion, 
is better equipped than he to assume this inportant re 
FFA 
fear zeara — 2 — 
or this course and its pr 
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"nid pot. rst ia Jackaon Tots Giana — 
method of stimlating thought and group invelvenent stens fron & 
vastly different personal need and motivational system, the end re- 
sult is almost as positive, Students vant to read the assiments 
. before class so mat they will not be too exbarrassed at the acute 
piquo and histrionic haar of his sharp-shooting questions and 
dramatic outbursts, Toby, in my eotination, should be a required 
e oe iene M . 
epellbinder. 
a For futuro Urban Studies Fellows who have not vetently had 
sociology or paycholocy, I would recomend a combination of Toby's 
Social Problems and Upton'e Social Faycholacy. Both of them explore 
and explode a welter of attitudes, values and mythologies on which 
FC 
ana ber 
> „ ot Sayit Mader ethan {teat 
sure, will give any but the most traditional and conservative Fellow 
“a sampling of utgers' progressive socio-peychologieal orientation, 
Te was. thone - dn Goninon with Fopinoo'a Urban Studioa 
Seminar which wanped my reaction pai 1 to the À ï of ‘the 
r 
_ eduéation of the 1962 student interested in getting a socially 
nun Th teas the experience of necting and associating with a 
bod section of ;raduate and undergraduate , learning 
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how they think and fee) about their studies and the future of their 
world, which has given me renewed resrect for Rutgers University < 
educational standards in the mid-tweritieth century. 

The exhilaration and excitement of the youthful mind, the 
superior knowledge of Bob Gutman in my own field of race relations, 
the chance to question and compare my values and concepts with | 
students and faculty began to point the way toward a personal 
renaissance of learning and attitude. Looking back over ny. past to 
graduation fron Brown University in 1935, it would seem that Iwent — 
to college befére Iwas ready. Today, if I could do that which would 
most satisfy me for the rest of my life, it would be to live, learn 
and teach at the University level, Š 

Ambivalent Feelings 

Because this is impossible without a graduate degree, I 
shall return to my job with rather mixed feelings, During the past 
"year, my horigons have expanded so markedly that I cannot approach 
the old job with the old myopia, ven though I was dubbed an 
_ idealistic visionary by sone and a frustrated doegooder by others, 
and considering the fact that I was a bit of both, in nine short 
months the idealism has been converted to realism and I don't have 
enough frustration left to genorate my ald human relations ageressive- 
ness against those who don't live and breathe the pure democratic credo. 
It is almost as if the knowledge and insights 1 have acquired of 
Metropolis and its people has whittled away at the zealous fervor with 
which I formerly tackled the day's work. I scen to have lost some of 
the specious spark of the raw and rampant rectifier of society's ills 
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Pte: 
ami an now far nore interested in a nore sctentifie while less 
emotional. approach, ; 

I am not at all sure that integrated classrooms, ipso: 
facto, moan equality of education for Negroes as mich as they 
portend @isequilibriim of both Negro and white ‘edueation, 
ee that equal edusation for disadvantaged 
whites, Puerto Rigane and Negroes all going to the sene school. in 
CP Se A's eee OF ne eat eee 
equally bad for all, 

Attar thin N, 1 S Certain thi Qandvantaged eh ren 
living in blighted neighborhoos are getting inferior éducations — 
regardless of integration or all official protest ons to the cone 
trarye I feel quite confident that the "iman Renewal” proposal |. 
| for a Meu dee, gau Ss one of the fev amelioretive approaches 
to America's Educational Dilemma in which I Gould become seriously 
 aotives Sambhing Like this can remit in hang 
In short, the irony ar this wonderful year of reading ond 
Us tening 10 becoming an all 600 obvious paradox as far as my job 
I think that the Director of a Comission on Group Relations 
` should believe in integration and open occupancy housing without any 
qualifications, I further believe that he should be aa sincere in 
his desire to keep whites in the central city as he is in his con- 
viction that all economically ble Negroes should be encuraged to 
seck their best possible accomodations in any part of urbia or sub- 


— I beldave thet any shite wan whe sevdousty 
questions the equality of opportunity in any and/or all of these 
goals on which the M.. . C. P., the Urban League, CORE, ete. have 
set their sights, should not be directing an agency which stands for 
the elimination of all forms of discrimination and. prejudices 

What I am saying is that in this crucial race relations arena 
of 1962, "a Little Imowledge às not a dangerous thing", It is a salue 
_ tary defense mechanism for the Group Relations Executive, for 4 he 
sees too far ahead, mows too meh, questions too deeply, his whole 
raison d'etre ab well as his modis operandi can be throm out of Wack, 
In other words, it is probably a fortuitous blessing that most of us 
race relations specialists vere kept too busy righting the wroncs of 
society to keep up with all of the research by the académiotans, Had 
we kiom all of the findings, we might not have been able to renain so 
ignorantly idealistic, But on the other hand, had we not, maintained 
the positivism of zealots, we quite likely would have rendered many or 
our gains i ible b. of our intelligent caution, 
Ignorance may not have been bliss, but it did help to produce the 
Saprene Court Decision of 195h and the sit-ins of 1960. Had we waited 
on sociological research, I an sure neither would have come about. quite 
so quicky, ` 

Dut vat an relating hore So tha personai problem af motiva- 
ton for logal oommnity action on the part of a director of a dees 
Coœmission on Group Relations and I am saying quite bluntly that this 
‘your at the Urban Studies Conter has greatly modified my social and- ‘ 


ende aporoscine ta the eee af the aner- ais. ; 
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mission, In brief, I an no longer convinced that our former tech 
niques of edueation for denceratie action were appropriate to the 
goals we sought. And most paradoxically, I an not now sure that 
the goal of integration in housing will at thie point in our history 
lead tovard a nore fruit assimilation of the Negro An the main- 
stream of Ancriean life. 

Taybe this doubtánc and questioning is a more wholosone at- 
‘thie with which to work toward a better socdety and more viable- 
communities of the futures Only reality testing in the backyards of 
dener will answer ay questions, The fact remains that whatever 
eventiates at the Newark neighborhood level, this year at the Urban 
Studies Center has radically altered my simplistie and sonevliat naive 
positivism in one of our nation's most complex psycho-social areas, 

A Refreshed Look At life 

Ai this your at the Rutgers Urban Studies Center rae . 
a clone, I recall walking up the soft redecarpeted stairway of Woode 
1am with Belle, She said: "I bet you'll be happy when this year ie ` 
over and you ean get back to your job", 1 told her quite sincerely 
that going back to Newark 4s going to be hard to take, I also said 
_ that thia hag been the most gratifying experience of my adult Lifes 

I feel sure sho didn't quite get what I noant, but beomos 
22 AE E 
to soe 47 I can put sone of my feelings into words, 

. “Probably more than any single fact or event the year, 

sis cee coc seth a ve Sill sc oe he the op- 
portunity it gave all of us to/batk to school, If every adult between 
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the ages of 35 and 55 could have ouch u hanse to renew his 
acquaintance with books ani learning, I believe the future of our 
cities and our tation would take on a far more optinistie hue. The 
shot in the arn and the stimulating revival: au the pursuit of 
knowledge which this year gave me 4s the nost important contribution 
of the Urban Studies Center, s f 
‘ ae iby 1 ocula hp tort stone 1 the cone d. eur, 
satisfied Job groove, T could have contimed to delude mysélf with 
the convenient tolief that my practical approach to the American 
Dilerma vas the only énpirieally valid ani sociologically sound ones 
Today I can appreciate the far greater variety of: techniques for 
urban renewal, desegregation and relocation than I previously knew 
about. ‘Tonorrow whon I return, I shall bo oriented in naw research 
and action directions, Dut mainly I shall be experimenting with new : 
ways to solve old rroblems, The days of exhortation, pleading and 
disevssion will be supplanted with 4 ve and uiigue techniques, 
none of waich will have a strictly race relations intent or contente 

It ds almost 38 lr this past nine months has allowed me 

_ for the first tine in twenty years to place my job in ite proper 
pérepective in relation to the life of the city and my’ om lifo, 

„I shall certainly contime to develop new variations on 
the main thene, but I believe the new engage will be on the off- 
bout rather than the dess westen ds ancther way of saying 
< that when a Fellow goos back to Scheel at age lo, the least he can 

“ay 48 learn differtnt means of achieving age old ends So ir five 
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other Fellows and I don't go back to our ojd jobs and lives with 
new attitudes on urban agentiy, then it isn't because the staff 
didn't give us the opportunity, From you, we were given the basie 
tools with which a new profession can be forged and tempered, 

Fran the total experience, we should have developed a now 
lease on life, Stealing very personally, I should 14 to hold one 
foot in the door at Woodlawn while hopping through the rubble and 
blight of Newark on the other. gor 

So Ir there's any place on your team for a hunan relations 
worker with a smattering of urban agentry and a new academie lease on 
Life, I think I can help to mut the chow on the road. 

If, on the other hand, nothing tangible should nateriali.e 
for the future, you are all responsible for one Fellow's metamorphosis 
and revival, : 

Believe me, I thank you sincerely» 
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